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C ONSTANCY VERSUS CHANGE. Both are good. Constants I am 
glad I have in my life: family and friends, work to do, presence of 

God in my life, joys and sorrows. The unchangingness of constancy can lull one 
into complacency. The value of all these gifts and many others cannot seem as 
great as something new, something someone else has and you don’t. Change 
reinforces our perception of value of the gifts God has already given us. It may 
happen that we have to work harder, through pain and sorrow, to retain or 
peacefully let go of someone that we deeply love that God has called home, or a 
gift of feeling strong and healthy because infirmities have set in, or finally hav-
ing achieved something that changes everything for both good and, as it may 
turn out, for bad as well. Change can bring a new way of looking and appreciat-
ing an activity that you felt very comfortable with. 
 We are not always comfortable with change. Some changes we like and 
others we don’t. The Recharge Worship Series that is being held this summer 
has opened intriguing possibilities of how dynamic worship can be. New music 
leading to new favorite songs. The use of videos — good, but sometimes unset-
tling; but thinking was actually required. That would take some getting used to.  
The feeling of openness, friendship and Christian community is a definite plus.   
There is a feeling of the development of an active faith, instead of worship just 
being a passive experience.  God is not limited in the ways He approaches us. We 
ought not to limit ourselves in the way we interact with God through worship.  
Which is not to say that the  traditional services cannot have the same dynamic 
result. Different styles of worship can all have the desired result of a Christian 
community actively involved in glorifying and praising God and growing 
stronger spiritually.  
 
Pam Reichmann, Editor 
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4th of July; when you receive it, much of the summer 
season will be over. In fact, it will be just a few weeks 
away from the start of 
school. So it may be a good 
time to look ahead as we 
approach the fall. 
 Looking ahead is al-
ways fraught with difficul-
ties. We are never able to 
foresee the future. We can 
plan for eventualities and 
possibilities, but our plans 
must always be seen as ten-
tative. We can say that we 
will be blessed, however, 
with the opportunity to con-
tinue to serve our young 
people in the Christian Day School. This coming school 
year will be the time for us to mark the 60th anniversary 
of the founding of our school in 1950. What a blessing 
we have had to serve God’s children. 
 As we look ahead, it is also good to be reminded of 
the continued presence of God in His means of grace, 
His holy Word and the Sacraments. Again, as I write this, 
I am aware that in our region of the country, there has 
been plenty of rain and the crops look very good for a 
bountiful harvest. There is no way for me to know, how-
ever, whether that will still be the case when you read 

this. The crops may have been stunted by excessive heat 
or drought. While this is true in the physical realm, in 
the church we are assured by the Lord that His Word will 
not return empty. He continues to shower upon us the 
blessings of that Word, though we may ignore it or take 
it for granted. We pray that the Lord would not take His 
Word from us, though we so often fail to give him 
thanks for all His benefits. 
 Perhaps, that can be a goal for all of us in the com-
ing weeks as we begin again following the summer. The 
goal is to recommit ourselves to the Lord and His Word, 

to remember each and every 
day the promises of God’s 
grace. It is our joy as His 
people, who have been re-
deemed by the blood of Jesus 
Christ and called to live 
under him in His Kingdom 
and serve him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, 
and blessedness. 

We can talk much 
about plans and blueprints 
for future projects. We can 
work diligently and faith-
fully on such things. Our 

board of Trustees has been doing just that in planning 
for some major renovations needed to the exterior and 
interior of the sanctuary. Those things are important. 
But the greatest plan by which we live is one we can do 
nothing to change for the Lord Himself has imple-
mented it for us. 
 May the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit go with 
you in the days ahead. 
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Lord God, You have called Your Lord God, You have called Your Lord God, You have called Your Lord God, You have called Your 
servants to ventures of which we servants to ventures of which we servants to ventures of which we servants to ventures of which we 
cannot see the ending, by paths cannot see the ending, by paths cannot see the ending, by paths cannot see the ending, by paths 
as yet untrodden, through perils as yet untrodden, through perils as yet untrodden, through perils as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out unknown. Give us faith to go out unknown. Give us faith to go out unknown. Give us faith to go out 
with good courage, not knowing with good courage, not knowing with good courage, not knowing with good courage, not knowing 

were we go but only that Your were we go but only that Your were we go but only that Your were we go but only that Your 
hand is leading us and Your love hand is leading us and Your love hand is leading us and Your love hand is leading us and Your love 

supporting us, through Jesus supporting us, through Jesus supporting us, through Jesus supporting us, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.Christ, our Lord. Amen.Christ, our Lord. Amen.Christ, our Lord. Amen.    
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